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Response to Comments of Gary L. Gallegos, Executive Director, San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG), 
June 17, 2004 (Letter AL021) 

AL021-1 
Acknowledged.  The Authority supports Rail Improvements in the 
LOSSAN corridor in order to develop a faster, safer and more reliable 
passenger rail system that provides added capacity in response to 
increased travel demand through the year 2020 between Los 
Angeles, Orange, and San Diego Counties.  The Authority has 
identified the “Inland Corridor” (I-215/I-15) via San Bernardino and 
Riverside counties as the preferred alignment to bring direct HST 
service to San Diego. 

AL021-2 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified a direct connection with 
downtown San Diego as part of the HST preferred alignment and 
station locations. The Authority identified the Downtown San Diego 
Santa Fe Depot station option as the preferred station option to 
serve San Diego.  The Downtown San Diego Santa Fe Depot is the 
transit “hub” station for downtown San Diego and locating the HST 
station here would result in the highest level of connectivity.  This 
station option would be located in the city center where many 
potential HST passengers could walk to their destination and would 
offer good connectivity with San Diego International Airport, which is 
about two miles from this site.  The Downtown San Diego Santa Fe 
Depot is also the terminus for the Coaster commuter rail service and 
the Amtrak Surfliner service, a major San Diego LRT station, and a 
bus transit hub. 

AL021-3 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.39.1 

AL021-4 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.10.3. 

AL021-5 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 10.1.7. 

AL021-6 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 2.36.1. 

AL021-7, & 8  
Acknowledged.  The LOSSAN Conventional Rail Improvements have 
been removed from this Final Program EIR/EIS and are the subject 
of the Caltrans  LOSSAN Rail Improvements Program EIR/EIS (Draft 
PEIR/EIS SCH # 2002031067).  These comments have been 
forwarded to Caltrans for consideration.  Please see standard 
response 6.41.1. 

AL021-9 

Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.31.4. 

AL021-10 
Acknowledged.  The Authority will consider a future partnership with 
SANDAG to look at the details of an intercity/commuter system in 
the I-15 corridor. 

AL021-11 
Acknowledged.  Please see standard response 6.36.1. 

AL021-12 
Acknowledged. 

AL021-13 
Acknowledged.  Project-specific study which would include 
preliminary engineering design would be required in order to provide 
such detail. 
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AL021-14 
Acknowledged.  The Authority has identified a potential HST station 
(University City) to serve northern San Diego.  The ultimate location 
and the configuration of stations cannot be determined at this time; 
this would occur during the subsequent project-level environmental 
processes.  Recommendations are made on station options to allow 
the Authority to pursue proposed station development in the vicinity 
of University City in future project specific studies.  It is possible and 
likely that some of the preferred stations identified in the Final 
Program EIR/EIS will not be built.  Should the HST project move 
forward, project level environmental review will involve continued 
work with SANDAG, and the City of San Diego to further define the 
HST alignment and potential sites for a “North City” HST station. 

AL021-15 
Acknowledged.  The Authority and the FRA believe that public safety 
measures are a critical part of the proposed HST system; public 
safety is part of the purpose and need, as included in the Draft 
Program EIR/EIS (see page 1-4).  The HST system would be 
completely grade separated (meaning there would be no at-grade 
crossings with roads, railroads, or other transportation facilities) and 
appropriately fenced to prevent intrusion as described in Section 
2.6.4 of the Draft Program EIR/EIS.   

AL021-16 
Acknowledged.  The Authority and the FRA believe that the 
statement, “As described in the regional transportation plans for the 
area that would be served by the proposed HST system, the 
highways and airports serving key cities are currently operating at 
capacity, and plans for expansion will not keep up with projected 
growth over the next 20 to 40 years” (Draft Program EIR/EIS, page 
1-7) is accurate and recognizes that regional plans include increased 
capacities.  

AL021-17 
Acknowledged.  This statement is in reference to the conventional 
intercity service from Los Angeles to San Diego (see page S-5, Draft 
Program EIR/EIS).  It is the Authority’s and FRA’s understanding that 
Caltrans is currently responsible for improvements to this service, 
and is working cooperatively with the FRA and SANDAG, as well as 
other local agencies.  Caltrans is the lead state agency for the “Los 
Angeles-to-San Diego Proposed Rail Corridor Improvement Study: 
Draft Program Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact 
Statement” (State clearinghouse #2002031067). 

AL021-18 
Please see standard response 2.1.12.  The Authority will work with 
local government to encourage transit-oriented development.  The 
proposed HST system would support “smart growth.” 

AL021-19 
The Final EIR/EIS text has been revised to mention consideration of 
local noise policies. 

AL021-20 
The Final EIR/EIS text has been revised to reflect coordination and 
seeking consistency with local and regional habitat conservation 
plans.  
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